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The collapse of the Soviet Union
The Soviet Union collapsed as a result of the growing unrest among the member countries. There was disquiet regarding the economic policies advanced by the Soviet leaders. The policies were seen not to advance the interest of the member countries and this led to the disintegration of the union. Furthermore, the collapse of the Soviet Union was brought about by Gorbachev’s decision to loosen the grip on Eastern Europe (Beissinger, 2009 p. 337). This created a momentum that led to the fall of the Berlin wall and the eventual overthrowing of the communist rule 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Ethnic tensions among the members also led to the collapse of the union. Ethnic nationalism created a situation where countries wanted their leaders to be elected and this led to violence. This slowly disintegrated the union. Countries also wanted to build their own armies rather than depend on the Soviet Union’s army and this accelerated the disintegration of the union (Beissinger, 2009 p. 342). The most persuasive is that of the fall of the Berlin Wall as it opened a way for the Soviet Union leadership to be overthrown. Gorbachev’s action offered a chance for this to happen and this remains one of the most persuasive reasons explaining the fall of the Soviet Union.
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